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What is Safety Community

A "Safe Community" is a community where people can live, work and play safely and healthily.

This can be achieved when private and public sectors work in partnership to improve the safety

and health of the workers and people in the community.  Not only the corporation would

benefit in improved productivity and profit, the entire community would gain with a less costly

health care system and reduced social cost. The basic idea of Safe Community is to build on

the existing structures and organizations within any local district.

Benefits of Safe Community Program

Developing a safety culture is best achieved through building a safe community.  The Safe

Community approach provides a focal point for the community leaders, employers and employees

of large and small enterprises, policemen, firemen, safety professionals and those who are keen in

community affairs, to build a better community where they work or live. A safe and healthy

workplace will benefit the enterprises not only in reduced injuries and cost of accidents, it also

enhances the productivity and workers' morale; a comfortable and safe environment for schools

and hospitals will improve the effective delivery of services; a community where safety culture is

strong and concern for others is high will also benefit the government administration.

The Safe Community Program takes reference from the community development and

outreaching approach.  It is an integrated development of safety culture in the community that

encompasses work safety, school safety, recreational safety and others.  Effective programs can

be resulted through the synergy of safety & health initiatives of different community groups,

local corporations, businesses, organizations, associations, schools, health care providers,

government agencies and other service groups.

How to Establish a Safe Community

For a community to be designated as "Safe Community"

under the World Health Organization (WHO), the

following 6 basic criteria should be met :

1. An infrastructure based on partnership and

collaborations, governed by a cross-sectional group

that is responsible for safety promotion in their

community;
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2. Long-term, sustainable programs covering

both genders and all ages, environments, and

situations;

3. Programs that target high-risk groups and

environments, and programs that promote

safety for vulnerable groups;

4. Programs that document the frequency and

causes of injuries;

5. Evaluation measures to assess their programs,

processes and the effects of change;

6. Ongoing participation in national and international

Safe Communities networks.

Application to become a designated Safe Community is assessed by the World Health

Organization Collaborating Centre on Community Safety Promotion at the Karolinska Institutet,

Sweden.  Since 1989, there are over 100 communities formally designated as the Safe

Community, with populations ranging from 2,000 to 2,000,000 in Sweden, Australia, Canada,

France, Denmark, Norway, United Kingdom, United States, South Africa, New Zealand, The

Netherlands and other Asian countries.

Source of information: World Health Organization Collaborating Centre on Community Safety Promotion (www.phs.ki.se/csp/)

OSHC as the Affiliate Safe Community Support Centre of the World Health Organization

Community based safety and health programs have always been the focus of the promotional

campaigns of the Occupational Safety & Health Council.  We are committed to promote a

strong safety culture for Hong Kong where every man and woman will think and act safely.  A

safe community would facilitate the development of safety awareness among members of the

community.

The Council is proud to partner with the World Health Organization in this injury prevention

program.  In 2000, the Council made a milestone achievement in entering an agreement with

the World Health Organization to be its sixth Affiliate Support Centre for Safe Community

worldwide.
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How we can help as the Affiliate Support Centre

1. Support individual communities to establish Steering Committees, Working Committes and

Working Groups to develop, design and implement local programs aimed at improving safety

and health of the community members.

2. Provide seed funding to communities for the development of local safety & health programs

through the Occupational Safety and Health Employees' Participation Scheme (OSHEPS)

and the Occupational Safety and Health Enhancement Scheme for small & medium size

enterprises.

3. Network the service groups or grass-root organizations to achieve effectiveness in delivering

safety & health community programs.

4. Free distribution of promotional materials including publications, posters, and exhibition

panels assisting the community groups in safety promotions.

5. Organize a wide variety of quality training courses for the public.  These training courses will

provide practical knowledge not only in improving safety at work, but also for safety at

school and home.

6. Offer consultancy services to the enterprises in the community for enhancing workplace

safety and health.

7. Facilitate and coordinate the experience sharing with Asia and international safe community

network.

China Hong Kong Safe and Healthy Community Network

To optimize the effectiveness of the safe community concept, the Council established the "China

Hong Kong Safe and Healthy Community Network" in November 2005. This offers an exchange

platform for all safe communities in Hong Kong to share their experiences. We also launched three

accreditation schemes on "Safe and Healthy Estate", "Safe and Healthy Residential Care Home" and

"Safe and Healthy School" to help district organizations to sustain safety and health performance.

Developing Safe Community is a new and bold attempt in Hong Kong.  You are invited to be our

partner in this Safe Community Project to prevent injuries and illnesses within workplaces and the

community.  Please give us a call on 2739 9377 for detail.
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